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The Chandra Source Catalog:
User Interface 

The Chandra Source Catalog (CSC) is ultimately intended to be the definitive catalog of all X-ray sources 
detected by Chandra.  The CSC is presented to the user in two tables: the Master Chandra Source Table and 
the Table of Individual Source Observations. Each distinct X-ray source identified in the CSC is 
represented by a single “master source” entry and one or more individual (“per obi”) source entries. If a 
source is unaffected by confusion or pile-up in multiple observations, the individual source observations 
are merged to produce a master source.  In each table, a row represents a source, and each column a 
quantity that is officially part of the catalog.  

The CSC contains positions and multi-band fluxes for the sources, as well as derived spatial, spectral, 
and temporal source properties. The CSC also includes associated source region and full-field data 
products for each source, including images, photon event lists, light curves, and spectra.  The master 
source properties represent the best estimates of the properties of a source, and are presented in the 
following categories: Position and Position Errors, Source Flags, Source Extent and Errors, Source Fluxes, 
Source Significance, Spectral Properties, and Source Variability. 

CSCview provides direct access to the source properties and data 
products contained in the catalog.  The user may query the catalog 
database via a web-style search or an SQL-like command-line 
query.  Each query returns a table of source properties, along with 
the option to browse and download associated data products. The GUI 
is designed to run in a web browser with Java version 1.5 or higher, 
and may be accessed via a link on the CSC website homepage (http://
cxc.harvard.edu/csc/). As an alternative to CSCview, the contents of 
the CSC may be accessed directly through a URL, using the command 
line tools cURL and Wget.
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Access CSC source properties and data products with CSCview
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Link to pages with 
high-level source 
property descriptions

http://cxc.harvard.edu/csc/
columns

Find source property 
definitions and units 

Equivalent to 
steps 1 - 2

Equivalent to 
steps 1 - 3

http://cxc.harvard.edu/csc/
Save a table of 
query results
 to a text file
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http://cxc.harvard.edu/csc/columns/master.html http://cxc.harvard.edu/csc/columns/persrc.html
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